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1-1 Introduction 

Chapter 1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 PURPOSE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE SPECIFIC PLAN 

The purpose of the Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center (PVHMC) Specific Plan (Plan) is to 
facilitate implementation of the Medical Center’s 2030 Master Plan. The Plan provides a 
comprehensive framework for the long-term growth and development of PVHMC in a cohesive and 
integrated manner as it responds to the growing medical needs of the community and its 
requirement to comply with provisions of the Alfred E. Alquist Hospital Facilities Seismic Safety Act of 
1994 (SB 1953). Generally, SB 1953 standards require acute-care inpatient buildings to “resist, 
insofar as practical, the forces generated by earthquakes, gravity, and winds”1 so that hospital 
facilities are reasonably capable of providing services to the public after a disaster. SB 1953 
requires that both structural and non-structural elements of existing hospitals meet these new 
standards, either through retrofit or replacement. 

                                                
1 California Codes, Health and Safety Code Sections 129675–129680 and 130000–15097, 105. 

 
PVHMC entrance water feature 

The Plan incorporates a comprehensive plan, 
standards, and a set of design guidelines to provide for 
development of the medical campus in a manner that 
is aesthetically pleasing, cohesive, and well-integrated 
into its community setting. These standards and 
guidelines set forth appropriate uses for the Medical 
Center and describe the appearance, scale, and 
quality of that development to ensure its compatibility 
with surrounding neighborhoods. The Plan 
Development Standards and Design Guidelines apply 
only to the new, modified, or reconfigured buildings, 

landscaping, and parking areas described and 
proposed in the Plan. The intent of the Plan is to apply 
Development Standards and Guidelines to new, 
modified and reconfigured elements within the Plan 
area, and not to create any obligation or requirement 
to change uses, buildings, setbacks, yards, landscaping 
or parking for areas that are not subject to change or 
modification under the Conceptual Development Plan. 
The Development Standards and Design Guidelines 
thus apply only to the new elements of the Plan and not 
to the existing elements that will remain unchanged. 

The Plan includes an Introduction (Chapter 1); 
Summary of Existing Site Conditions (Chapter 2); Vision 
and Guiding Principles (Chapter 3); Conceptual 
Development Plan (Chapter 4); Development 
Standards (Chapter 5); Design Guidelines (Chapter 6); 
and an Implementation Plan (Chapter 7). 

The Existing Site Conditions Chapter (Chapter 2) 
describes the Medical Center campus and surrounding 
land uses as they exist today, including a description of 
the existing circulation network. 

The Vision and Guiding Principles Chapter (Chapter 3) 
describes the decision-making framework for the 
overall Specific Plan, including events leading up to the 
creation of the Specific Plan, and certain objectives that 
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will guide the development of the overall land use 
plan. 

The Conceptual Development Plan Chapter 
(Chapter 4) describes the primary Medical Center 
operations and their locations on the campus upon 
completion of the Plan. Sections within this Chapter 
address Land Use, Circulation, Utilities, and 
Infrastructure and describe the services needed to 
support the campus as it develops over time. 

The Development Standards Chapter (Chapter 5) and 
Design Guidelines Chapter (Chapter 6) provide the 
regulatory framework and establish the planning and 
design concepts that will guide future development of 
the Medical Center campus. The Standards and 
Guidelines are intended to supplement provisions of 
the City of Pomona Zoning Ordinance (PZO) and 
Pomona City Code (PCC). Where provisions of the 
Plan’s Standards and Guidelines differ from the PZO 
and PCC, the Standards and Guidelines contained 
herein shall govern. The Guidelines and Standards 
encourage appropriate design solutions while 
maintaining sufficient flexibility to accommodate 
construction practicalities and economic feasibility. 

The Implementation Plan Chapter (Chapter 7) details 
the methods and procedures for the implementation 
and administration of the Plan. The Implementation 
Plan also sets forth the procedure for potential future 
modifications of the Plan. 

 
PVHMC entry signage 

1.2 LOCATION AND PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION 

PVHMC operates on a site of approximately 40 acres 
and is generally located north of the San Bernardino 
Freeway (I-10) east of Garey Avenue in the City of 
Pomona, as shown on Exhibit 1-1 (Project Location). 
The Medical Center campus includes three general 
areas as described below: 

(1) Medical Center Core Campus—Located between 
Garey Avenue and Orange Grove Avenue and 
south of Tate and Aliso Streets. 

(2) Family Health Center—Located on the east side of 
Orange Grove Avenue between Ervilla Street and 
the I-10 Freeway. 

(3) Cancer Center—Located south of Vinton Street and 
west of Royalty Drive. 

Exhibit 1-2 (Specific Plan Boundary) identifies the 
boundary of the Plan Area and shows the three general 
areas described above. Exhibit 1-3 (Parcel List 
Boundaries) and Exhibit 1-4 (Parcel List) identify the 
individual parcels (with corresponding parcel 
information) within the Plan Area. Regional access to 
the Medical Center is via the I-10 Freeway located 
immediately south of the site. 

As prescribed in the Plan, the Medical Center will 
expand in three primary phases over a period of 
approximately 21 years. The expansion will include two 
new Outpatient Pavilions of approximately 56,000 and 
54,000 square feet respectively and the addition of 
three new hospital wings which will house 
approximately 290 patient beds, most in private 
rooms. The hospital wing additions will ultimately 
increase the net number of patient beds at the hospital 
by 22, to a total of 475 beds. All proposed building 
construction will occur within the PVHMC core campus 
area. A new parking garage is planned for the area 
south of Artesia Street, within the core campus area. In 
addition, the Plan includes other site improvements, 
such as additional and reconfigured surface parking 
and upgrades to the site’s sewer, water, and storm 
drain facilities. Each phase of the Plan is described in 
detail in Chapter 4 (Conceptual Development Plan) 
and Chapter 7 (Implementation Plan) of this Plan. 
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Exhibit 1-1 Location Map 
SOURCE: Microsoft Streets and Trip 2006 
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Exhibit 1-2 Specific Plan Boundary 
SOURCE: City of Pomona 2008, December 
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Exhibit 1-3 Parcel List Boundaries 
SOURCE: gkkworks 2008, December 
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Exhibit 1-4 Parcel List (3/17/2008) 
SOURCE: gkkworks 2008, December 
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1.3 AUTHORITY FOR THE 
SPECIFIC PLAN 

The PVHMC Specific Plan is established under 
authority of California Government Code Title 7, 
Division 1, Chapter 3, Article 8, Sections 65450 
through 65457 (Specific Plans), and provisions of the 
PZO and/or PCC. The California Government Code 
establishes the authority for a legislative body to 
adopt an ordinance or resolution requiring that a 
Specific Plan be prepared when it is in the public 
interest to do so. Pursuant to this authority a Specific 
Plan must contain the following elements: 

a. Text and diagrams that specify the following: 
1. The distribution, location, and extent of the 

uses of land, including open space within the 
area covered by the plan 

2. The proposed distribution, location and extent, 
and intensity of major components of public 
and private transportation, sewage, water, 
drainage, solid waste disposal, energy, and 
other essential facilities proposed to be 
located within the area covered by the plan 
and needed to support the land uses 
described in the plan 

3. Standards and criteria by which development 
will proceed and standards for the 
conservation, development, and utilization of 
natural resources, where applicable 

4. A program of implementation measures 
including regulations, programs, public works 
projects, and financing measures necessary to 
carry out paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 

b. A statement of its relationship to a General Plan 

The relationship of this Plan to the City of Pomona’s 
General Plan is further discussed in Section 1.6 
(CEQA Compliance and Relationship to Pomona 
General Plan) below. As a legislative planning tool 
that serves as the zoning regulation for the property 
involved, all development plans and subdivision 
maps for the subject property must be consistent with 
the Plan and the City’s General Plan. After its 
adoption, the Plan may be amended in accordance 
with the provisions in Chapter 7, which discusses the 
procedure for amendments and modifications. 

1.4 HISTORY 

1.4.1 Site History and 
Neighborhood Context 

PVHMC began in 1903 out of a partnership of 
Pomona Valley residents who acknowledged the 
need for a local Medical Center and made the 
commitment toward ensuring the well-being of the 
local community. 

Initially the Medical Center was located in a two-
and-a-half story frame house built on Piedmont (now 
Kingsley) and Garey Avenues. A group of 
townspeople led by Eliza B. Bradbury (later formally 
organized as the Pomona Valley Hospital 
Association) opened the 12-bed Pomona Valley 
Hospital but the facility was soon overwhelmed by 
the medical needs of the area's rapidly growing 
population. In 1905 the hospital opened its Nurses 
Training School and, in 1912, broke ground for a 
new 40-bed facility at the Medical Center’s current 
location on Garey Avenue. Shortly after 
groundbreaking in 1912, the original 1903 frame 
house burned down. 

 
View of Main Hospital Building, circa 1915 

In 1913, the new hospital opened. The facility was 
expanded in 1928 with the addition of a new 
hospital wing. That pattern of expansion continued 
over the decades of the hospital’s existence. 
Although the hospital would confront many serious 
obstacles to its existence for several years—including 
the loss of its nursing school during the Great 
Depression—the hospital’s loyal and generous cadre 
of community leaders and financial supporters 
invariably assured its survival. 
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In 1924, the hospital was reorganized from a stock 
company to a nonprofit corporation and was 
renamed Pomona Valley Community Hospital. Over 
the next several decades the hospital grew and 
flourished, adding additional wings, new buildings, 
new services, departments and state-of-the-art 
equipment until, in the 1980s, it emerged as a 
regional Medical Center. 

Today, PVHMC continues to lead the way in the 
provision of medical services designed to meet the 
present and future health care needs of the 
community. During the past three decades, PVHMC 
has added major facilities and numerous services, 
including the Stead Heart Center (1986), Pomona 
Valley Medical Plaza (1989), the Women’s Center 
(1992), and the Robert and Beverly Lewis Family 
Cancer Care Center (1993). Most recently PVHMC 
added a Family Practice Residency Program, which 
has positioned PVHMC as a teaching facility. PVHMC 
is expected to continue to expand and evolve in the 
twenty-first century, meeting the present and future 
health care needs of the Pomona community. 

1.5 COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center is 
recognized both nationally and regionally for quality, 
cost-efficient healthcare services. Currently, more 
than 600 physicians, 3,000 employees, and nearly 
1,000 volunteers are involved in the provision of the 
community-oriented comprehensive healthcare 
services. PVHMC is committed to providing the 
surrounding community with access to state-of-the-
art technology, access to valuable wellness 
education programs, and also plays an active role in 
helping individuals maintain a healthy lifestyle. To 
this end, PVHMC offers numerous education 
programs and support groups to meet the diverse 
healthcare needs of patients and their families. As 
the only Medical Center in the City of Pomona with 
an emergency department and emergency room 
facilities, the Medical Center also plays a key role in 
the City’s public safety planning and disaster 
response programs. 

1.6 CEQA COMPLIANCE AND 
RELATIONSHIP TO 
POMONA GENERAL PLAN 

Pursuant to Section 21080 of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the Specific Plan has been 
prepared. The EIR was required following completion 
of an Initial Study which identified potentially 
significant environmental impacts arising out of the 
proposed Specific Plan development. The EIR was 
prepared in accordance with CEQA (Public 
Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.), the CEQA 
Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, 
Sections 15000 et seq.), and the City’s CEQA 
guidelines. 

Pursuant to California Government Code 
Section 65454, a Specific Plan must be consistent 
with the City’s General Plan. In order to implement 
the Specific Plan, a General Plan Amendment is 
required to reclassify the Medical Center land uses 
from the current multiple designations of 
Institutional, Administrative Professional, General 
Commercial, and Single-Family Residential to a 
single Medical Center Specific Plan designation in 
the Land Use Element of the City’s General Plan. 

The Plan is consistent with the City’s current General 
Plan, adopted in 1976. The Plan implements a 
variety of goals and policies in the General Plan by 
providing an integrated and attractive Medical 
Center campus that forms a prominent gateway into 
the City of Pomona. 
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POMONA VALLEY HOSPITAL MEDICAL CENTER SPECIFIC PLAN 

Existing Site Conditions 

 
Exhibit 2-1 Existing Development Site Plan 
SOURCE: gkkworks 2008, December 
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POMONA VALLEY HOSPITAL MEDICAL CENTER SPECIFIC PLAN 

Existing Site Conditions 

 
Exhibit 2-1a Existing Setbacks 
SOURCE: gkkworks 2008, December 








































































































































































































































































































